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About this guide

Year 10 English is the bridge to VCE. The skills you build this year (writing a sustained analytical
essay, analysing how arguments persuade, writing with control and voice, speaking to an
audience) are exactly the skills assessed in VCE English and EAL. This guide teaches those
skills directly, with original model paragraphs you can study and imitate.

How to use this guide

1. Read a section, then cover the model paragraph and try to write your own version on a

text you are studying.

2. Do the "Check your understanding" questions at the end of each section without looking
at the answers. Then mark yourself against the Worked solutions near the end of the

guide.

3. Use the callout boxes. Blue boxes are exam tips. Amber boxes are common mistakes

that cost marks.

4. In the fortnight before your exam, sit the Practice exam under timed conditions, then use
the One-page summary for final revision.

What the curriculum expects of you

The Level 10 content descriptions are grouped into three strands. Every content description is
covered somewhere in this guide.

Strand

Language

Literature

Literacy

What it is about

How English works: language
that includes or excludes,
evaluative language, text
structure, cohesion, sentence
types, syntax, images,
vocabulary, punctuation

Responding to and creating
literature: representations by
First Nations, Australian and
world authors, interpretations,
aesthetic qualities, ethical
positions, voice, creating
literary texts

Texts in context:
representations, listening,

Where it is covered

Sections 1, 3, 7 and 8

Sections 2, 4 and 6

Sections 3, 5,7 and 8



how language expresses
values, organisation of ideas,
comprehension, planning and
publishing texts,
presentations, spelling

Use this checklist to tick off the Level 10 content as you revise. Wording is simplified; your
teacher may use the official codes (they begin VC2E10).

Strand Content you must know Section

Language Language that includes or 56,7.8
excludes, empowers or
disempowers people

Language Evaluative language reveals 3.3, 8.2
views and values, explicitly or
implicitly

Language Analysing text structures and 3.5, 6.3

features and evaluating how
well they achieve their
purpose

Language Cohesion: strong paragraphs 7.6
built with examples,
quotations and substantiated

claims

Language Effects of sentence structures 7.2,7.3
and syntax on meaning and
style

Language Features of still and moving 3.6, 2.7

images and sound, and how
they shape representations

Language Precise use of an expanded 8
vocabulary
Language Punctuation conventions, 74,75

including citing and
referencing others

Literature Representations of people, 2.3,2.4
places and ideas by First



Literature

Literature

Literature

Literature

Literature

Literacy

Literacy

Literacy

Literacy

Literacy

Literacy

Nations Australian, Australian
and world authors, and how
they reflect context

Synthesising your own
interpretation and exploring
others' interpretations

Social, moral and ethical
positions in literary texts

How structure, language,
literary devices and
intertextuality shape
interpretations

Comparing and evaluating
voice as a literary device

Creating and experimenting
with literary texts, including
parody, allusion and
appropriation

Representations in texts and
their contexts; how language
represents values and
attitudes

Listening, discussion and
building on others' ideas

How authors organise ideas
to achieve a purpose;
comprehension strategies for
complex ideas

Planning, drafting, editing and
publishing written, spoken
and multimodal texts on
complex issues

Spoken texts that experiment
with formality for an audience

Accurate spelling, and
deliberate use of

21,22

2.5

26,27

2.8,6

23,33

5.5

3.2,3.8

46,5

53,54

7.7



non-standard spelling for
effect; how English changes
over time

By the end of Level 10 the achievement standard expects you to: analyse and evaluate how
authors use text structures and language features; develop and justify your own interpretations
of texts and evaluate other interpretations; explain different viewpoints and perspectives through
cohesive, logical argument; experiment with language and structure to develop your own style;
and make presentations that build on others' ideas and justify opinions.

How Year 10 English is assessed

There is no state-wide Year 10 English exam in Victoria. Each school designs its own
assessment, but most schools use a combination of the following tasks across the year. Check
your school's assessment outline for the exact weightings.

Typical task

Text response essay

Analysing argument

Persuasive oral or written

piece

Creative response

Comparative essay

End-of-year exam

What you produce

An analytical essay (often
800-1000 words) on a set
novel, play or film, written in
class

A written analysis of how one
or more persuasive texts
(with a visual) try to persuade
an audience

A speech or opinion piece on
a current issue, often with a
written statement of intention

A short story, monologue,
diary entry or missing scene
connected to a text or theme

An essay comparing two
texts (often in Semester 2, as
preparation for VCE)

Usually 2—-3 hours with text
response, argument analysis
and sometimes a creative or
persuasive task

Skills assessed

Interpretation, TEEL
paragraphs, embedded
evidence, views and values

Identifying contention, tone,
techniques and their effects
on readers

Constructing argument,
rhetoric, delivery

Voice, imagery, structure,
control of language

Comparing ideas, similarities
and differences, integrated
discussion

All of the above under time
pressure



Six-week revision plan

Week

Focus

Text response (Section 1)

Literature and interpretation
(Section 2)

Analysing argument (Section
3)

Creative, persuasive and oral
(Sections 4 and 5)

Comparative and language
(Sections 6, 7, 8)

Exam practice

Tasks

Re-read set text notes; collect
15 short quotes per text; write
two TEEL paragraphs

Write a views-and-values
summary for each text;
practise thesis statements for
5 prompts

Learn the techniques table;
analyse two opinion pieces
from current news

Write one 600-word creative
piece and one persuasive
speech plan

Write one comparative
paragraph; do the grammar
and punctuation drills

Sit the Practice exam timed:;
mark it with the Worked
solutions; revise the
One-page summary



Contents

Text response essays

Reading literature: interpretations, representations and voice
Analysing persuasive language

Creative and imaginative writing

Persuasive writing and oral presentations
Comparative essays

Grammar, punctuation and sentence variety
Vocabulary for analysis

9. Exam technique

10. Practice exam

11. Worked solutions

12. Glossary

13. One-page summary
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1. Text response essays

A text response essay is a formal, analytical essay that argues an interpretation of a single text
in answer to a topic (also called a prompt). It is the most common assessment task in Year 10
and VCE English. You are not retelling the story. You are making an argument about what the
text means and how the author creates that meaning.

1.1 Understanding the prompt

Every prompt contains a key idea and an instruction. Before you plan, break the prompt down.

Key words are the nouns and adjectives that name the idea you must discuss (for example
"ambition", "power", "isolation"). Instruction words tell you what to do with that idea ("discuss",
"to what extent", "how does the author..."). Assumptions are ideas built into the prompt that

you can accept, challenge or qualify.

Prompt type Example (on Macbeth) What it asks you to do

Statement + "Discuss." "Macbeth is destroyed by his = Weigh up the claim; you may
own ambition rather than by  agree, disagree or partly
fate." Discuss. agree

"To what extent...?" To what extent is Lady Give a clear degree of

Macbeth more ruthless than agreement and justify it
her husband?

"How does...?" How does Shakespeare use | Focus on the author's
imagery of darkness to methods (the "how") and their
explore guilt? effect

Quote-based "Fair is foul, and foul is fair." Interpret the quote and
How does the play explore explore the idea across the
the gap between appearance = whole text
and reality?

Character-based Is Banquo a more moral Analyse character, but always
character than Macbeth? link to ideas and author's

purpose

Exam tip: Circle the key words, underline the instruction, and write one sentence that
answers the prompt in your own words before you plan anything. If you can't answer it in
one sentence, you aren't ready to write.



1.2 Writing a contention and thesis

Your contention is your overall answer to the prompt. Your thesis statement is the sentence
(or two) in your introduction that states that contention and previews your reasons. A strong
thesis is arguable, specific and nuanced: it does not simply repeat the prompt.

Weak: Macbeth is about ambition and it destroys him.

Better: Macbeth's ambition drives his downfall, but Shakespeare suggests that ambition only
becomes fatal when it is fed by the witches' suggestion and Lady Macbeth's pressure.

Strongest: While Macbeth's "vaulting ambition" is the engine of his ruin, Shakespeare presents
ambition as a desire that becomes deadly only when a weak conscience meets temptation,
warning his audience that the greatest danger lies not in wanting power but in abandoning moral
restraint to take it.

The strongest version does three things: it answers the prompt, it qualifies the answer (it isn't
simply "yes"), and it states what the author is suggesting to the audience.

Common mistake: Writing a thesis that is a fact ("Macbeth kills Duncan") rather than an
argument. A fact cannot be disagreed with, so it cannot be argued.

1.3 The introduction

A good introduction is about 100—150 words and usually contains:

A context or hook sentence about the text's central concern (not "In this essay | will...").
The author's full name and the text's title, with the form (play, novel, film).

Your contention, answering the prompt directly.

A preview of your three main points (one per body paragraph).

5. Optionally, a sentence on the author's purpose or the views the text endorses.

e

Model introduction (annotated)
Prompt: "Macbeth is destroyed by his own ambition rather than by fate." Discuss.

Model: Power, and what people are willing to do to gain it, is the central concern of William
Shakespeare's tragedy Macbeth. Although the witches' prophecies appear to set Macbeth's fate
in motion, Shakespeare makes clear that the prophecies merely awaken a desire that already
exists within him. Macbeth's own ambition, rather than any predetermined destiny, leads him to
murder Duncan; his choices, not the witches' words, transform a celebrated soldier into a
"tyrant”; and his final isolation is the logical result of decisions he made freely. Through
Macbeth's fall, Shakespeare warns that individuals cannot blame external forces for the
consequences of their own moral choices.

Annotations: Sentence 1 is a context hook about the text's big idea. Sentence 2 introduces the
author, title, form and acknowledges the opposing view (fate). Sentence 3 gives the contention



plus a three-part preview, one per body paragraph. Sentence 4 states the author's view, the "so
what?" of the essay.

1.4 TEEL body paragraphs

Each body paragraph develops one reason for your contention. The TEEL structure keeps
paragraphs focused.

Letter Stands for What you write Approximate length

T Topic sentence A mini-argument that = 1-2 sentences
answers part of the
prompt (not plot)

E Explanation Develop the idea: Woven throughout
what happens, why it
matters

E Evidence 3-5 short embedded  The bulk of the
quotes, each paragraph

analysed for
language and effect

L Link Connect back to the 1 sentence
prompt and the
author's purpose

Some teachers use TEEEL, PEEL or TEXAS (Topic, Example, eXplain, Analyse, Summarise).
They all do the same job: claim, evidence, analysis, link. The skill that separates high marks
from average ones is analysis: explaining how specific words and techniques create meaning.

Model TEEL paragraph (annotated)

Model: [T] Shakespeare shows that the witches do not force Macbeth into murder; instead, their
prophecy exposes a desire he already holds. [E] When the witches hail him as future king,
Macbeth's immediate response is not joy but fear, as he asks why he yields to a "suggestion /
Whose horrid image doth unfix my hair". [Ev] That the thought of murder is a "suggestion" he
"yields" to reveals that Macbeth has already imagined the crime: the witches mention only
kingship, not killing. [Ev] Shakespeare reinforces this in Act 1, Scene 4, when Macbeth asks the
"stars" to "hide your fires" so that light may not see his "black and deep desires". The contrast
between light and darkness signals that Macbeth knows his ambitions are shameful, and his
wish to conceal them shows a conscious choice to pursue them anyway. [L] By presenting
Macbeth's ambition as something he recognises, hides and finally acts upon, Shakespeare
suggests that responsibility for his downfall rests with Macbeth rather than with fate.

Why this works: The topic sentence is an argument, not a plot point. Quotes are short and



End of free sample
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